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Preamble 


THE SPOKEN WORD 


READING FRENCH 


This publication replaces Circular 58 (Grade 13 Prescriptions) and Curriculum S.8 
(Suggested Changes for Grade 13). The aims outlined in Curriculum I and S.15 and 
Curriculum RP.15, now are defined as the development of: 


e aural discrimination 
¢ oral proficiency 


® skill of reading for the understanding of the facts and ideas contained in the reading 
material 


e ability to write French accurately. 


Teachers should conduct their classes entirely in French. This is important for the 
development of two skills: the student’s ability to distinguish the nuances of French 
sounds when others are speaking, and to express his thoughts in fluent French when 
he is speaking himself. 


From listening to spoken French, the student will develop an appreciation of the 
differences between English and French pronunciation and intonation. Recordings, 
films, television, and radio programs all supplement the program of oral French 
and also have the advantage of showing the student the differences in French speech 
in various parts of the world. 


By conducting the class in French, the teacher will also develop the student’s 
facility in speaking the language himself. Conversation should develop from all 
phases of the work, especially from reading, both intensive and extensive. Conversa- 
tions in class should be aimed at using normal speed, high-frequency vocabulary 
and sentence structure. The teacher should, therefore, avoid the set patterns fostered 
by grammar exercises in which the answer is merely a different form of a structure. 
Such emphasis may be necessary in the lower grades, but oral work can be more 
imaginative at the senior level. If the teacher considers drill exercises are necessary, 
he can build up automatic responses through mechanical devices in the classroom 
or in the language laboratory. 


The Grade 13 student of French should read from one hundred and twenty-five to 
two hundred pages from French authors, depending on his ability and also on the 
number of classes per week. In some classes, a short historical and literary introduc- 
tion will lead to a richer reading experience. A preview of content in the form of 
simple questions will arouse the interest of the students. In many classes, advance 
preparation of vocabulary and pronunciation will help to build up the students’ 
confidence in their ability to appreciate the selected work. Where possible, as part 
of their preparation, students should be encouraged to listen to recordings of the 
authors assigned. Visual aids — drawings, projectuals, slides, filmstrips — will 
help students to understand many passages, will stimulate discussion in class, and will 
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Preamble 


WRITING PROGRAM 


TO CHOOSE 
READING MATERIAL 


facilitate oral testing of authors’ work. A limited amount of class time should be spent 
in reading aloud from the assigned texts and very little time in studying individual 
items of vocabulary. Vocabulary study should clarify the assigned passage; it should 
never be an end in itself. Extensive reading can be closely related to the intensive 
reading program and should stimulate further oral work. 


It is possible and desirable to teach most important points of French syntax by the 
end of Grade 12. There could be, in the following year, a review of pre-Grade 13 
grammar; any remaining significant points can be taught at that time. 


Writing in Grade 13 will fall into three main categories: 


Exercise writing should be minimized as most exercises can be done orally as 
difficulties arise. 


Translation should be confined to paragraphs which tend to produce natural flowing 
sentences with a minimum of grammatical difficulties. The translation of discon- 
nected sentences often results in stilted constructions containing an unrealistic 
number of grammatical points. 


Controlled composition will provide the most significant writing experience. In order 
to guide students in a meaningful writing program, teachers might consider having 
the students: 

e answer a set of questions in sequence 

© write a résumé of a class discussion or reading selection 

e write an essay based on a picture 

¢ complete a composition for which the teacher has provided an opening sentence 
or paragraph 

¢ write a composition based on a plan provided by the teacher or developed in class 
e write a composition based on reading 

® write a composition after listening to an anecdote or description 

® write an essay with no class discussion and no plan provided or developed in class. 
This is the most demanding procedure. 


In choosing Grade 13 reading material, the teacher should look for well-written 
books in modern French which are, if possible, relevant to the students’ experience 
and stimulating to their imaginations. 


The Grade 13 reading material should also spark lively classroom discussions. A 
strong story line will usually achieve this end and sometimes visual or recorded 
material will help. For this reason, some teachers may wish to use a feature-length 
film accompanied by the film script and exercise material or, in some cases, the 
original work on which a film is based. Works by French-Canadian authors may 
promote debate in the class simply because of their Canadian setting. Certainly 
French-Canadian books should be chosen wherever possible. 


Extensive reading can be a logical extension of the intensive reading program. 
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Suggested Books 


NOVELS 


SHORT STORIES 


This list is in no way prescriptive or restrictive. Works listed are not yet all edited 
for school use and not all editing is suitable in the light of the emphasis on oral work 
based on authors’ material. Very little of the listed material is accompanied by 
recorded and visual materials. 


Chamson, André, Le Chiffre de nos jours, ed. V. Graham, Burns & MacEachern Ltd., 
introduction, notes, exercises, and end vocabulary 


Duhamel, Georges, Le Notaire du Havre, ed. Humphreys and Rouillard, Clarke 
Irwin, introduction, notes, exercises, and end vocabulary 


Fournier, Alain, Le Grand Meaulnes, ed. Rey-Herme, Livre de Poche, Ryerson, 
commentary, notes, glossary in French 


France, Anatole, Le Livre de mon ami, ed. Humphreys, Clarke Irwin, introduction, 
notes, exercises, and end vocabulary 


Roy, Gabrielle, La Petite Poule d’eau, ed. Torrens, Clarke Irwin, introduction, notes, 
exercises, and vocabulary 


Roy, Gabrielle, Rue Deschambault, Librairie Beauchemin, exercises and vocabulary 
on five chapters prepared by Dr. V. Curran are available from Librairie Beauchemin 


Simenon, Georges, Le Chien jaune, ed. Katz and Hall, Harper and Row, exercises, 
vocabulary, teacher’s manual 


Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de, Vol de nuit, ed. Shauffrey, Heinemann, Kingswood 
House, British Book Service (Canada) Ltd., notes and small vocabulary 


Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de, Le Petit Prince, ed. Mayost, Bellhaven House, notes, 
questionnaire, and vocabulary 


Contes choisis de Guy de Maupassant, ed. Mansion, Clarke Irwin, introduction, notes, 
vocabulary, special exercise booklet prepared by Sister Corinne 


Dix Contes, ed. Fotos and Shaw, Collier-Macmillan, biographical introductions, 
visible vocabulary, footnotes, questionnaires, end vocabulary 


Dix Contes choisis, ed. Fourel, Macmillan, introduction, exercises, vocabulary in 
French 


French Short Stories, ed. Hills, Holbrook, Humphreys, Copp Clark, notes, exercises, 
vocabulary 


Nouvelles du Matin, ed. Maurino, Odyssey Press, Musson Book Company, bio- 
graphical introductions, footnotes, questionnaires, essay topics, vocabulary 


Vingt Contes du vingtiéme siécle, ed. Bellé and Haas, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
visible vocabulary, questionnaires, end vocabulary 
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Suggested Books PLAYS 


FILM SCENARIOS 


POETRY 


REFERENCE 
Dictionaries 


Anouilh, L’ Alouette, ed. Merlin and Lee, Appleton-Century-Crofts, introduction, 
exercises and vocabulary 


Anouilh, Antigone, ed. Landers, Harrap’s, Clarke Irwin, introduction and notes 
Anouilh, Becket, ed. Howarth, Harrap’s, Clarke Irwin, introduction and notes 
Gélinas, Bousille et les justes, Librairie Beauchemin 


Giraudoux, La Folle de Chaillot, ed. Conlon, Macmillan, introduction, notes con- 
taining vocabulary explanations 


Romains, Knock, ed. Shears and Casati, Longmans, introduction and notes. 


Deux films francais, Les visiteurs du soir/Le feu follet, ed. Hammond and Ham- 
mond, Longmans, introduction, exercises, and vocabulary. 


Aux Portes du Poéme (Supervielle, Aragon, Eluard, Reverdy), ed. Benamou and 
Calin, Collier-Macmillan, introduction, visible questionnaire, three appendices on 
explication de textes, versification and the imagery of surrealism, small glossary 


Découverte du Poéme (Introduction a Vexplication de textes), ed. Dufau and 
D’Alelio, Longmans, Introduction to student, “prologue a l’explication”, footnotes, 
questionnaire and explication after first five poems, questionnaire after next eighteen 
poems, eleven poems alone 


Anthologie de la poésie canadienne-francaise, ed. Sylvestre, Librairie Beauchemin. 


Bailly, Dictionnaire des Synonymes, Larousse 
Bélisle, Dictionnaire de la langue francaise au Canada, Bélisle 
Bénac, Dictionnaire des Synonymes, Hachette 


Bloch et von Wartburg, Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue francaise, Presses 
Universitaires (P.U.F.) 


Dauzat, Dictionnaire étymologique, Larousse 


Dubois, Marguerite-Marie, Dictionnaire Larousse Moderne frangais-anglais, anglais- 
francais, Larousse 


Géraud-Venzac, Le Petit Littré (Abrégé), Editions Universitaires 
Goughenheim, Dictionnaire Fondamental, Didier (Chilton) 

Larousse, Petit Larousse (Revised 1961), Larousse 

Mansion, Harrap’s New Shorter French and English Dictionary, Clarke Irwin 
Mansion, Harrap’s Standard French-English, English-French (2 volumes), Clarke 
Irwin 

Maquet, Dictionnaire analogique, Larousse 

Petit et Savage, Dictionnaire Anglais-Franc¢ais, Hachette 

Petit et Savage, Dictionnaire Frangais-Anglais, Hachette 

Robert, Dictionnaire francais, Société du Nouveau Littré 

Rouaix, Dictionnaire des idées suggérées par les mots, Colin 

Thomas, Dictionnaire des difficultés de la langue frangaise, Larousse 


Vinay et al, Dictionnaire canadien, McClelland & Stewart. 
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Suggested Books Grammars 


Pronunciation, Language and 
Stylistics 


LITERARY BACKGROUND 
Anthologies 


Histories of literature and 
critical works 


Bruneau, Petite histoire de la langue francaise, Colin 

Dauzat, La grammaire raisonnée, Presses Universitaires 

Dauzat, Le guide du bon usage, Bibliothéque des chercheurs et des curieux 
Grevisse, Cours d’analyse grammaticale, Duculot, Gembloux 

Grevisse, Le bon usage, Duculot, Gembloux 

Grevisse, Grevisse abrégé, Duculot, Gembloux 

Larousse, Grammaire Larousse du XXe siécle, Larousse 

Mansion, Grammar of Present-day French (with exercises included), Harrap 
St. John, Strickland, Jones, Current French, Copp Clark 


Wagner et Pinchon, La grammaire du francais classique et moderne, Hachette. 


Billaudeau, Le Francais tel qu’on le parle, Oxford 

Cressot, Le style et ses techniques, Presses Universitaires 

Fouché, Traité de prononciation francaise, Klincksieck 

Gregg, A Student's Manual of French Pronunciation, Macmillan 

Guiraud, La stylistique, Collection Que Sais-je?, Presses Universitaires 

Léon, Pierre & Monique, /ntroduction a la phonétique corrective, Hachette-Larousse 


Léon, Monique, Exercises systématiques de prononciation francaise, Hachette- 
Larousse 


Thomas, Dictionnaire des difficultés de la langue francaise, Larousse 


Vinay, Darbelnet, Stylistique comparée du francais et de l'anglais (and workbook), 
Beauchemin. 


Brée, Twentieth Century French Literature, Collier-Macmillan 

Carlut and Brée, France de nos jours, Collier-Macmillan 

Castex and Surer, Anthologies by Centuries, Hachette 

Clouard and Leggewie, French Writers of Today, Oxford 

Dougherty and Hernried, Perspectives de la littérature frangaise, Oxford 
Jones and Jensen, Les lettres en France, Macmillan 


Lagarde and Michard, Anthologies by Centuries, Bordas, Centre Educatif et Culturel 
Inc. 


Sanders and Creighton, A Travers les Siécles, Sanders and Creighton. 


Hamelin, Le Thédtre au Canada francais, Ministére des Affaires culturelles, Québec 
Hare, The Literature of France (a short introduction), Macmillan 

Lioure, Le Drame, Colin, Centre Educatif et Culturel Inc. 

Raimond, Le Roman depuis la révolution, Colin, Centre Educatif et Culturel Inc. 
Salomon, Précis d’Histoire de la Littérature Francaise, Macmillan 


Sylvestre, Panorama des Lettres canadiennes francaises, Ministére des Affaires 
culturelles, Québec 


Thimann, A Short History of French Literature, Pergamon 
Tougas, A History of French-Canadian Literature, Ryerson. 
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Suggested Books Background Brogan, Life autour du monde, La France, Collections Life, Centre Educatif et 
Culturel Inc. 


Ginestier-Maillet, Culture et Civilisation francaises, Chilton, Didier 
Henry, Célébrons les Fétes, Dent 

Lowe, Visages de France, Musson 

Michaud, Guide France, Manuel de Civilisation francaise, Hachette 
Pemberton, How to Find Out About France, Pergamon 


Savard and Dussault, Histoire générale de 1328 a 1815, Centre Educatif et Culturel 
Inc. 


Thoroval, Les Grandes Etapes de la Civilisation Frangaise, Bordas, Centre Educatif 
et Culturel Inc. 


TEACHER RESOURCE 
MATERIAL 


(Oral testing, aural comprehension, —_ Beal, French Language Drills, Macmillan 
pattern drills, etc.) 

Bourne, Qu’est-ce que nous voyons?, Clarke Irwin 
Coulthard, ‘O’ Level French Dictation, Dent 
Etmekjian, Pattern Drills in Language Teaching, Copp Clark 
Fyfe, Cherchez la réponse, Musson 
Heather, Lettres pour vous, Macmillan 
Lester and Symonds, Let’s Read French-1, Gérard Vernier, Oxford 
Macy and Grubbs, Petits Contes Humoristiques, Collier-Macmillan 
Meechan and Walker, Racontez-moi, Pergamon 
Watson, Cent une Anecdotes Faciles, (with tapes), Clarke Irwin 


Verthuy, Teaching French, a manual, Oxford 
Verthuy, Passages a Vue, Oxford 
Note: Many types of visual and audio aids for various aspects of the French program 


are listed in the Catalogue of the Selective French, Wible Language Institute, 24 
South Eighth Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18165. 
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